
Columbia County Sports Advisory Council 
Minutes of April 19, 2016 

 

Committee Members present: 
Commissioner Everett Phillips Chairman 
Commissioner Rusty DePratter 
Jared Albury, Columbia Youth Soccer Association 
Kelly Lowry, Tourist Development Council 
Cedric May, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Sherri Miller, Ft. White Babe Ruth Baseball 
Larry Schneider, Lake City Babe Ruth Baseball 
Ward Swisher, Columbia County Girl’s Softball 
Paula Vann, Tourist Development Council 
 
Staff Present: 
Nicole Smith, Columbia County Recreation Department  
Clint Pittman, Director, Landscape and Parks 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by the Chairman, Commissioner Phillips. 
Commissioner Phillips gave the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance.  
 
1. Approval of minutes from Tuesday, January 19, 2016 Sports Advisory Council with a 

correction by Tim Murray to reflect Gateway RC Club. Cedric May made a motion to 
approve the minutes, Sherry Miller second.  

 
2. Update of Southside Sports Complex Construction-Clint Pittman. 
 
Clint Pittman informed the council that the sidewalk improvements are complete from the 
second phase. The only renovations remaining are about a few months out once ADA issues are 
addressed. Last two field renovations should be completed within the next 2-3 months, 
scheduling around tournaments. Lightning detection system is waiting on information from 
school board before installation, anticipating installing it within the month. Verizon booster 
tower was approved and installation will be underway within the next week. New batting cages 
have been installed at girls softball and boys baseball complex, paid for with tournament funds 
collected.  
 
3. Report from Recreation Director- Mario Coppock  
 
Administrative secretary Nicole Smith filled in for Mario Coppock at the time there were no 
updates from the Recreation Department.   
 
  
 



New Business 
Larry Schneider discussed the condition of the scoreboards currently at the baseball complex. 
He stated that some of the bulbs are no longer available for one of the boards. He also thanked 
Mr. Pittman’s department for their construction of scorekeeper’s boxes at the yellow field. 
Tournament directors prefer having the individual stands and this will help secure additional 
tournaments. Commissioner Phillips suggested Schneider and Pittman get together on specifics 
of the boards and bring proposal to the council.  
 
Perry Sauls stated that he was the newly elected president of the Columbia Youth Soccer 
Association. Denise Wynne would be sending contact information for all newly elected board 
members.  
 
Lance McDonald from Sound Citation raised question on why he was not contacted as a local 
vendor. 1st Street, Sound Line and Graham Electric were the vendors that Schneider contacted. 
McDonald stated he has done quite a bit of work and donation for the Southside Complex. 
Schneider asked McDonald to get with him after the meeting to discuss.  
 
Clint Pittman asked about the status of the bathrooms in Ft. White, Commissioner Phillips 
stated that he had not heard anything since Commissioner DePratter received the information 
but he would follow up with the commissioners.  
 
Cedric May asked about the possibility of getting AED machines for the Ft. White facility 
following an incident at the fields. Schneider said they usually have Lifeguard ambulance service 
during tournaments. EMS is usually not present during recreation ball. Schneider stated they 
would look into it because he agrees it is a need. Pittman suggested contacting the fire 
department for training. Commissioner Phillips asked Smith to check into liability of having the 
AEDs on sight.  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Tim Murray updated the committee with information on the name change of the RC track to 
the Southside RC Raceway. He submitted suggested logo that was designed for the track. He 
announced there was a big event coming to the track a summer shootout that would attract 
about 200 racers to the complex. He thanked the county for their support.  
 
Schneider discussed issue about 911 service gates at yellow complex, Pittman stated that the 
gate would remain locked since children cross out of the gate into traffic. He said they would 
check into additional handicapped parking spaces.  
 
Paula Vann addressed some issues with dogs and alcohol at the complex. There will be training 
about the service dogs. There are federal statutes that regulate the enforcement of allowing 
service dogs. Privacy laws prevent staff from asking if the dog is in fact a service dog. Vann 
suggested a checklist of rules and regulations for the promoters to pass on to the coaches and 
teams attending.  



Schneider had some concerns about the way concession workers were treated during a recent 
tournament. Lowry stated that he spoke to the tournament director about issues during the 
tournament.  
 
The next meeting will be held on July 19, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the Southside Sports Complex 
Coaches Building. 
 
The motion to adjourn at 6:39 p.m. was made by Cedric May; seconded by Paula Vann.   
 


